
Community energy

– progress and possibilities

Emma Bridge

Community Energy England

1



Community Energy England

• Founded by the sector to: 

o Create a voice for community energy

o Support sector development

o Build cross-sector partnerships

• >200 members

o 80% community energy enterprises

o Leading developers, energy suppliers,

service providers, local authorities… 

2



Community energy is…

Community Leadership
Ownership - Control - Benefit

http://mongoose.energy/community-energy/what-is-it/



Community Energy in England & 

Wales
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Barriers

11



12



13



14



Funding options

• Community investment

• Debt and equity

• Subsidies?

• Grants

• Impact investing

• Services

https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/funding-opportunities-2
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Policy

• National, regional, local 

• Energy, industry and people

• Party politics

• Climate change

• What happens from 2019?
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Decentralisation, Democratisation, 
Digitisation, Decarbonisation? 



The future of  community energy
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CEE activity

“Putting people at the heart of energy”

• Advocacy – Communications – Building Capacity

• Events

o Community Energy Afternoon of Big Ideas, 26.3, London

o Energy Efficiency in Your Community, 19.4, Birmingham

o Summer conference, 23.6, Manchester

o Community Energy Fortnight, 23.6-8.7

o Community Energy Awards, tbc, Autumn
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State of  the Sector survey

• Community Energy England and Community Energy Wales are 
collecting data for the second State of the Sector Report, the first of 
which set a benchmark for annual community energy generation, 
energy savings and CO2 reduction projects in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland up until the end of 2016. 

• The State of the Sector Report is crucial in helping us to decide how to 
influence government policy over the next 12 months and in raising 
awareness of the value of community energy. It is therefore very 
important for us to get an accurate view of activity across the 
community energy sector. 

• Please take the time to submit data on your organisation’s activity

• Deadline for responses is Monday 5th March

https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/state-of-the-sector-report-2018/ *
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